
  

Oct 20, 2017—issue 4 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School 

Dear King Families,  

Saturday, October 21st marks the last day 
of Safe School’s Week. While this 
national observance is coming to an end, 
student safety is always the first priority at 
King School.  

Teachers and support staff make it a 
priority to keep your children safe. In 
addition, they also empower students to 
keep each other safe by providing them 
with necessary tools and strategies to do 
so. As adults, it’s important to remember 
that sometimes lessons are learned not in 
what we say, but in what we do.  

“One of the most important things we 
adults can do for young children is to 
model the kind of person we would like 
them to be.”-Carol B. Hillman 

 
  

Dream keeper 

MISSION:  

Our mission for Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School is to build a 21st century 
learning community where all members are encouraged to do their personal best in a safe 
environment where we nurture respectful, responsible and caring citizens of the world.  

Caution 
• Go Slow.  
• Use your blinkers.  
• Be patient. 
• Be observant.  

 

If you would like to help keep our 
children safe by volunteering as a 
traffic safety, please take a few 
moments to sign up at the following 
link. The dates will be updated each 
week. 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0
94FA9AB22AA8-king  

Sincerely, 

Jamar Humphrey 

Let’s work together to model for King 
students how to be safe by observing 
and following the pick-up and drop-off 
procedures. 

Right Turns Only 
• Turn right into the King drive. 
• Turn right to exit. 

 
Car Loading/Unloading 

• Children should be ready to 
exit cars quickly and safely. 

• Please pull up behind the car 
in front of you. 

• Children exit/enter car 
curbside only. 

• Cars should pull up next to 
the curb (not in middle of 
drive). 

• The driver stays in the car. 
• No backing up. 
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WHY EARLY RELEASE DAYS? 

Several parents have inquired about the reasoning behind the District’s decision to have early release 

days throughout the school year.  It’s a fair question. (From a working parent’s point of view, I can 

recall days like this being a struggle to find adequate care for the children.)   The reason is to provide 

additional opportunity for staff professional development.  Even with three after-school meetings each 

month, each just 80 minutes in length, there is not the kind of time necessary to delve deeply into the 

important topics and practices.  This time will be used well and wisely for the sake of your child’s 

education. 

Please make note of the Early Release days for the 17-18 school year, with dismissal time being 1:29.   

• Wed, Oct 25 

• Wed, Jan 31 

• Wed, Feb 28 

• Wed, May 23 

You may want to consider King Care as an option on these early release days.  Children need to be 

registered at least two days prior.  Contact: kingchildsupervision@yahoo.com or 

kingchildcare.com 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Sun, Oct 22 (1-3 PM): 

o King Garden Fall family work day 

• Sun, Oct 22 (1-3 PM): 

o Help Tidy King School Courtyards 

• Wed, Oct 25: 

o Early release day 

o Children dismissed at 1:29. 

o Lunch served before dismissal 

• Mon, Nov 6: 4:30 – 8:00 PM 

o Conference Night for families with 
more than one child at King 

• Mon, Nov 13: 

o PTO Meeting (6:30-7:30 PM) 

  

 

 

 

PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION 

Dear Parents,  

Thank you to all the parents who attended Parent Night to learn 

more about Project Lead the Way. We hope you found it 

informative, engaging and fun. Your feedback is greatly 

appreciated. 

Please join us for our next PTO meeting.  All are welcome!  

Mon, Nov 13th at 6:30 in the Media Center.  

 

Sara Schneidewind, PTO President 

Want to see what 

happens in our school 

days?  Follow us on 

Twitter: 

@a2KingPrincipal 

@A2KingAP 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure your child claims his/her belongings.  Items that remain will 

be donated after school on the last Friday of each month. 
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Creating good morning routines 

Each morning, please get your children to school on time!  The first bell rings 

at 8:51, and school starts promptly at 8:56.  When late, students miss valuable 

learning time and fall behind on their morning classwork.  In addition, tardy 

students are disruptive to the rest of the class.  Your efforts to get your students to school on time is very much 

appreciated. 

In the event that tardiness is unavoidable, please notify the main office ahead of time at (734) 994-1940.  

Disability Awareness Workshop (DAW) 

The Disability Awareness Workshop is a one-day program to teach 4th graders an empathetic understanding of physical, 

developmental, and learning disabilities. King Elementary School's DAW will be Thursday, November 16, 2017. Many 

volunteers are needed to assist our 4th grade students with hands-on activities to simulate disabilities and to provide a 

luncheon for our guests. Easy to follow instructions are provided to volunteers, all are welcome. Please contact Katie Baidel, 

DAW Coordinator at katiebaidel@gmail.com or 586.438.0447 for more information. To volunteer, click DAW Volunteer 

Sign Up. 

JOIN US ON SUNDAY OCT 22 1-3 PM 
 

King Learning Garden Fall Family Work Day 

• Bring the whole family, there are jobs for all! This is a great opportunity to get into the garden with the 
KLG Committee and King families. It's been a wonderful growing season! We need volunteers to help 
us clean up the garden and prepare it for the winter. 

• BRING YOUR OWN PERENNIALS to add to our school garden. 
• http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090449a5ac28ab9-klgfall sign up here. See you on Sunday! 

 

Help Tidy King School Courtyards! 

We will be raking, weeding, and trimming in the school’s interior courtyards from 1-3 on Sunday. 
If interested please contact landscaping coordinator, Marguerite Dillard dillardmarguerite@gmail.com, or 

meet her at the courtyards on Sunday.  Bring landscape tools if available. 
 
To contact us, email  

kinglearninggarden@gmail.com 
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Since 1999, the entire King 5th grade has attended Space Camp at the US Space and 
Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama.  King is the only public school in Michigan to offer 
this rewarding experience. 
 
All King 5th graders who want to go to Space Camp can go, regardless of ability to pay.  As 
the 5th grade teachers say, “We all go, or no one goes.”  This amazing trip happens with 
the help of generous contributions from the King community. 
 
The price can vary from year to year, but this year the trip will cost about $1000 per 
student.  Years ago, the Space Camp Fund was established to help cover the costs for any 
5th graders who are unable to pay the full amount.  The goal is to maintain a healthy 
amount in the fund so that future fifth grade classes will be able to go.  Each year, the fifth 
grade families participate in fundraising activities to help achieve that goal.  You too can 
help this proud tradition continue for years to come by donating to the Space Camp Fund. 
 
With your donation, we will prominently display a moon, star, or space shuttle with your 
family’s or child’s name on it at King to show our progress toward making this year’s trip a 
reality. 
 
Making a tax-deductible donation is easy.  You should be receiving a form in your 
child’s Friday folder or backpack. Simply fill it out and return it with a check (made out to 
King PTO with “Space Camp” in memo) to your child’s teacher or to the King School 
office.  Please consider sending your donations in before November 3rd. All donations are 
valued and will be acknowledged on our wall.  Watch our progress as we reach for the 
stars! 
  

Questions?  Ask the Space Camp Team at aakingspacecamp@gmail.com 
 

 

BLAST OFF TO SPACE CAMP 
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Exceptional Teacher 

Please join us in congratulating our very own, Beck Gracey, who was recognized as an 

Exceptional Teacher in the Ann Arbor District News. Her profile can be seen 

at http://news.a2schools.org/becky-gracey-king-elementary-fifth-grade-teacher/ 

Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) 

The Anti-Bullying Club is starting again soon. We need students to be a part of this 

club who are willing to stand up for others and do what is right. If your child 

wants to participate, please have him/her fill out the Anti-Bullying Club form and 

return it to Mrs. Cooper by Oct. 25th. 

Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 

There is a lot of excitement around PLTW. Please visit the following 

link to read more about it. While you’re there, take a few moments to 

watch video highlights of PLTW teacher, Kevin Dorn, teaching 2nd 

graders in Mrs. Jarjoura’s class. 

http://news.a2schools.org/project-lead-the-way-now-offered-in-

every-grade-in-every-aaps-school-to-be-featured-tonight-at-king-

elementary/ 
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King	School	Math	Club		
	

Hello	1st	through	5th	grade	parents,	
	
The	Math	Club	is	focused	on	building	problem-solving	skills	and	reinforcing	math	concepts.		Students	will	apply	
math	 concepts	 that	 they	 have	 already	 learned	 at	 school	 to	 solving	 a	wide	 variety	 of	 problems.	 	We	 foster	
enthusiasm	in	math,	help	students	build	good	work	habit,	and	develop	their	creativity	in	problem	solving.	Any	
1st	to	5th	grade	student	who	enjoys	math	and	seeks	a	challenge	is	welcome.	Although	there	 is	no	minimum	
requirement	of	math	proficiency,	the	student	must	be	able	to	focus	and	engage	in	math	problem	solving	for	
our	one-hour	class.	
	
Class	format:	
The	Math	club	will	meet	every	week,	at	King	School,	starting	mid-October.	The	day	and	time	will	be	finalized	
depending	on	what	works	for	majority	of	the	coaches.	
Volunteer	parents	will	coach	the	kids	using	a	variety	of	instruction	formats,	including	guided	discussion,	small	
group	work,	informal	contests,	and	other	supplemental	teaching	methods.	
	
Expectations	for	parents:	
• Drop	off/pick	up	kids	promptly	
• Parent	volunteering	is	required.	Parents	will	need	to	volunteer	to	coach,	provide	in	class	assistance	to	

monitor	student	behavior	during	classes,	make	copies	of	the	class	materials,	etc.		
	
Competition:	
Math	Kangaroo:	This	is	an	annual	mathematical	competition	for	students	in	grades	1	to	12.	Top	scorers,	both	
at	the	state	level	and	nationally,	are	awarded	special	prizes.	Several	King	school	students	received	awards	last	
year.	More	details	about	the	competition	can	be	obtained	from	their	website:	www.mathkangaroo.org	
	
o March	15th,	2018	for	1st	to	5th	graders.		Anyone	in	the	club	is	welcome,	but	not	required	to	participate.	
o There	is	a	$20	fee	for	contest	registration.	Each	registered	student	gets	a	T-shirt,	a	participation	certificate,	

and	a	special	memento.	
o Format:	24-30	multiple-choice	questions	in	75	minutes.			

	
Please	sign-up	before	October	6th:	https://goo.gl/forms/AZDqcv1Hh5xyGAB42	
	
Important	Note:	We	currently	do	not	have	sufficient	volunteers,	across	all	grades,	to	coach	the	students.	So	
please	 indicate	 in	 the	 registration	 form	 if	 you	 are	 available	 to	 coach.	We	will	 not	 be	 able	 to	 offer	 these	
sessions	to	grades,	which	do	not	have	sufficient	parent	coaches.		
	
Have	questions?	Email	to:		
1st/2nd/3rd	Grade:	
Shikha	Marwah	–	shikha.marwah@gmail.com	
Buddhika	Bandaranayake	–	buddhikab@gmail.com	
4th/5th	Grade:		
Mahendra	Muli	–	mdmuli@gmail.com	
Fred	Korley	–	Frederick.korley@gmail.com		
	
Sincerely,	
The	King	School	Math	Coaches	


